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ISSF Press Release N. 66/2018 
Buenos Aires 2018: Bulgaria and Germany climbs 

atop the Air Pistol mixed international team podium 

Buenos Aires (ARG), 12 October 2018 - Bulgaria and Germany climbed together atop the podium 
at the Buenos Aires 2018 Youth Olympic Games, where they secured the gold medal in the 10m 
Air Pistol Mixed International Team event. 

Vanessa Seeger and Kiril Kirov — who respectively placed 10th and 11th in the Air Pistol individ-
ual events — dominated the gold medal match, signing a clear win and securing the brightest 
medal with the score of 10 points to 3. The international couple prevailed over a team composed 
by India’s Manu Bhaker — gold medalist in the 10m Air Pistol Women event — and Tajikistan’s 
Bezhan Fayzullaev, who eventually landed in 2nd place and won silver. 

“It was an honour only to be here, not everybody gets this chance, and to win the gold is a fantas-
tic feeling,” said Kirov after the medal ceremony. “I really like this mixed event a lot, it allows you 
to recover from a bad shot thanks to the point-system and it’s enjoyable to watch.” 

“I feel relieved! I wasn’t very happy about my individual event,” added his German teammate. “I 
still cannot believe what happened. We had two strong competitors and I’m so glad we made it, 
my partner was amazing and we did a great job together.” 

“We’ve been a little bit lucky during the match, because our bad shots came at the same time so 
they didn’t affect our performance, in the end it was a great day and I’m feeling great!” 

“I was happy to be teaming up with Bezhan, I never met him before and we made it together all 
the way to the gold medal match,” declared Manu Bhaker. “I enjoyed this event, even though I 
haven’t performed that well I liked it a lot.” 

The bronze medal match went in the books with another resounding victory, as Ukraine’s Dmytro 
Honta and Mexico’s Andrea Victoria Ibarra Miranda beat Iraq’s Fatimah Abbas Waheeb Al-Kaabi 
and Belgium’s Jerome Son with the score of 10 points to 4. 
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The eight shooters competed in front of a number of authorities, including IOC President Mr. 
Thomas Bach, ISSF President Mr. Olegario Vazquez Raña and ISSF Secretary General Mr. Franz 
Schreiber. 

In the two semifinals that determined the medal matches participants, Bhaker and Fayzullaev beat 
Honta and Ibarra Miranda by 10 to 3, while Kirov and Seeger bested Al-Kaabi and Son with the 
score of 10 to 6. 

Shooting sport at the Buenos Aires 2018 Youth Olympic Games saw the participation of 80 ath-
letes, representing 58 nations and competing in six YOG events: men’s and women’s 10m Air Ri-
fle, men’s and women’s 10m Air Pistol, 10m Air Rifle Mixed International Team and 10m Air Pistol 
Mixed International Team. 
  
Even with no official medal table, seven nations climbed on the podium in individual events: Den-
mark, Georgia, India, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, Serbia and Switzerland. 

Results of the competition, news and updates will be available on www.issf-sports.org, on bueno-
saires2018.com and on all ISSF social media platforms: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, 
Weibo and Youku. 

*** 
For editorial photos click here. 

***  
Notes for the editors: 
The International Shooting Sport Federation is the governing body of the Olympic Shooting 
events, and it has over 160 affiliated National Federations worldwide. Shooting is an Olympic 
sport since the very first edition of the modern Olympic Games, Athens 1896. Find out more about 
the International Shooting Sport Federation at www.issf-sports.org. 

***  
ISSF Media Contact:  
ISSF Communication Manager: marco@issf-sports.org.
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